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Photo mission in Charlevoix: Chun Hua Catherine Dong selected 

 

The artist will continue her I Have Been There project, performed in 13 countries, 33 cities and over 200 different places 
 
New Richmond, June 1, 2021 – Musée de Charlevoix and Rencontres internationales de la photographie en Gaspésie, in 
collaboration with Loto-Québec, announce the selection of Chun Hua Catherine Dong to carry out a photography mission that will 
document the contemporary Charlevoix landscape in 2021-2022. 
 
A Montreal visual artist of Chinese origin, Chun Hua Catherine Dong uses performance, photography and video in her work. In 
2015 she began the travel-based performance I Have Been There, which she aims to continue in the framework of her mission in 
Charlevoix. The artist has carried out this performance in 13 countries, 33 cities and more than 200 different places. 
 
“During the residency, I will use Chinese embroidered fabric to make a duvet,” she explains. “As a way of engaging with 
Charlevoix’s unique landscapes and cultures, I will lie on the ground of forests, river banks, historical sites and landmarks, covered 
by the duvet.” Her performance will be documented so as to produce a series of photos and 360º videos to be presented at Musée 
de Charlevoix, in 2022, and at Rencontres internationales de la photographie en Gaspésie, in 2023. 
 
Chun Hua Catherine Dong’s project is inspired by a tradition in her hometown in China. “When an elder dies, her daughters make 
duvets with silk fabrics to cover their deceased parent’s body. For me, as a person living alone in Canada without family and 
children, the question of who will bury me after I die sometimes bothers me. In response, I make my own duvets and perform this 
ritual publicly and repeatedly wherever I go to simultaneously celebrate death and my own existence.” 
 
In a time where travel has been difficult, the artist has felt it right to return to nature, here in Québec, a place she calls home. 
“Through inserting my body into Québec’s landscape, I hope this work opens conversations about immigration, home and 
belonging, questioning how we continue to see ourselves in each other, and how we work together to present a contemporary 
Québec that is grounded in the inclusiveness and equality that we all deserve, regardless of race and culture.” More information on 
the artist: chunhuacatherinedong.com 
 
This project is the fourth contribution to a long-term photographic mission that will cover the entirety of the Québec landscape 
between now and 2024-2025. Through this mission, Rencontres is also seeking to establish a national photo archive collection 
devoted to the Québec landscape. 
 
Charlevoix 1970 by Gabor Szilasi 
At the same time as the Chun Hua Catherine Dong series, Musée de Charlevoix will be presenting the exhibition Charlevoix 1970, 
made up of black-and-white photos, by Gabor Szilasi, a reference in Québec photography. Inspired by the tradition of the 
American social documentary, the photographer, who visited the Charlevoix region in the fall of 1970, delivers a remarkable 
historical testimony with his images of a rural life on the point of disappearing. 
 
 
About Rencontres 
An annual summertime event, Rencontres introduces the public to contemporary photographic creation, its language, its codes 
and its various esthetics through occupation of a particular region: the Gaspé Peninsula. There it presents a series of exhibitions 
and installations, public events conceived as a space for reflection and initiation, and a program of artist residencies and of 
exchanges with festivals in other countries. Information: photogaspesie.ca. 
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